
 

 

 

OVERCOMING THE BOTTLENECKS TO ACHIEVE THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

CO-CHAIRS:          Abdlatif Y. Al-Hamad, Director General and Chairman of the Board of Directors, Arab Fund for 

Economic and Social Development (AFESD) 

 Jorge Moreira da Silva, Director, OECD Development Co-operation Directorate (DCD) 

ORGANISED BY:  Arab Coordination Group (ACG)  

 OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC)  

HOSTED BY:   The Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development 

BACKGROUND  

Since 2009, the Arab-DAC Dialogue on Development has become an important annual event that brings together Arab institutions, 

members and participants of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) to exchange knowledge and experiences and 

promote greater collaboration towards achieving sustainable development. In fact, as the largest sources of development finance, 

Arab institutions, the members and participants of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) can usefully learn from each 

other to improve the management and implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

The 2019 Arab-DAC Dialogue will provide participants an opportunity to discuss how to overcome some of the bottlenecks that 

hinder implementation of a number of SDGs. Building on the importance of data-driven decision-making, participants will exchange 

views on:  

(a) SDG2 by exploring the pivotal role of food security and agriculture across the SDGs and their targets;  

(b) SDG4 though a debrief of the activities of the ACG-DAC Task Force on Education;  

(c) SDG5 by understanding better Arab and DAC approaches to promoting women’s economic empowerment; and  

(d) SDG6 by discussing how to accelerate action on water and sanitation to achieve sustainable development. 

FORMAT AND MEETING DYNAMIC 

The Dialogue takes the format of a senior-level roundtable discussion to allow for a frank and interactive exchange among 

participants. Two lead speakers introduce each session, after which participants, drawing on their own experience and expertise, 

will also contribute to the discussions.  

Each delegation has one seat at the table. To promote a dynamic discussion, participants are requested to keep their remarks brief 

and interactive.  

The co-Chairs will issue a short written statement summarising the main points of discussion and setting out the proposed next 

steps after the meeting. 
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OUTLINE AGENDA 

 

14 JANUARY 2019 

From 08:15 Registration 

09:00 – 09:15 1. Welcome and Introduction  

Welcoming remarks by the Co-Chairs 

 Abdlatif Y. Al-Hamad, Director General and Chairman of the Board of Directors, Arab Fund for Economic 

and Social Development (AFESD) 

 Chair, OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 

09:15 – 10:45 2. Arab and DAC approaches to promoting women’s economic empowerment and the SDG5 

10:45 – 11:00 Tea/coffee break 

11:00 – 12:30 3. Progress report on the ACG-DAC Task Force on Education: collaborating to deliver SDG4 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30 4. Accelerating action on water and sanitation to achieve the SDG6 

15:30 – 16:00 Tea/coffee break 

16:00 – 17:30 5. Exploring the pivotal role of food security and agriculture (SDG2) across the SDGs and their targets 

17:30 – 18:00 6. Closing Session 

 Chair, OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 

 Abdlatif Y. Al-Hamad, Director General and Chairman of the Board of Directors, Arab Fund for Economic 

and Social Development (AFESD) 

  
 


